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Cheers of “Whose choice, 
my choice,” “Women united 
will never be divided” and 
“Not the church, not the 
state, women must decide 
their fate,” rang out across 
the South Steps of the Texas 
Capitol Sunday afternoon as 
nearly 150 people gathered 
for the 44th-annual Roe v. 
Wade Celebration Rally. 
A landmark Supreme 
Court decision, Roe v. Wade 
in 1973 legally guaranteed 
a woman’s right to privacy 
in the decision to seek an 
abortion. Forty-four years 
after the decision, wom-
en’s health care remains 
a highly-debated issue in 
modern politics. 
Donning shirts with the 
hashtag “Hands Off My 
Uterus,” rally attendees en-
joyed live music, poetry 
performances and testimo-
nies from guest speakers.
State Rep. Jessica Farrar, 
D-Houston, was the key-
note speaker at the event 
and urged the crowd to con-
tinue to fight for women’s 
reproductive rights, cit-
ing Texas’ dispropor-
tionately high maternal 
mortality rate, which is 
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CITY
Austin joins global Women’s March 
By Lisa Dreher
@lisa_dreher97
Austin’s streets were crowd-
ed again Saturday as tens of 
thousands joined the global 
Women’s March movement 
the day after inauguration pro-
tests swarmed the city.
At noon, more than 50,000 
marchers, according to the 
Austin Women’s March Face-
book page, converged on the 
State Capitol’s south lawn to 
promote reproductive rights, 
safety from harassment and 
equality in the economy, 
among other priorities.
The election of President 
Donald Trump prompted 
the main Women’s March on 
Washington at the Capitol, 
with 500,000 marching and 
inspiring 616 sister cities to 
demonstrate, according to The 
Washington Post.
“This is the beginning, not 
the end of standing up to this 
administration,” U.S. Rep. 
Lloyd Doggett, D-Texas, said 
at a 2 p.m. rally at the Capitol. 
“With the leadership of wom-
en joined by their male allies 
… we need to march (and) we 
need to rally every single day.”
According to its website, the 
Women’s March movement 
supports marginalized groups 
besides women, including 
people of color, immigrants, 
the disabled and LGBT people.
Some marchers were stuck 
behind the Capitol’s gates be-
cause so many people were 
trying to exit.
Marchers wore hot pink 
hats with ears, called “pussy 
hats,” created for the Women’s 
March as symbols of solidarity 
for women.
UT alumna Meagan Moore 
was wearing a pussy hat and 
said Trump’s “grab them 
by the pussy” comment hit 
close to home, because she 
knows people who have been 
sexually assaulted.
“What was more infuriating 
(was) the response to (Trump’s 
comment) like, ‘Oh that’s just 
locker room talk,’” Moore said. 
“My mom and all three of her 
sisters have been sexually as-
saulted, and I have multiple 
friends that have been sexually 
assaulted, so it’s very real to me.”
Radio-television-film se-
nior Jackie Hernandez said 
she represented fellow Mex-
ican-American women and 
also wore a “gay ok” shirt to 
support the LGBT communi-
ty. Hernandez said her parents 
were immigrants as well.
“I wanted to support as 
many different causes as I 
could,” Hernandez said.
Paula Buls, the first openly 
transgender UT graduate from 
the School of Social Work, was 
topless because she wanted to 
bring attention to the trans-
gender community.
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Weekend protests aim to spark 
change within administration
Pro-choice rally celebrates 
Roe v. Wade anniversary 
CITY CITY
The streets of downtown 
Austin experienced inor-
dinately heavy amounts of 
foot traffic this past week-
end as thousands protest-
ed the inauguration and 
the priorities of President 
Donald Trump.
J20 Walkout, a stu-
dent-led protest, began at 
the Tower around noon 
Friday. About 50 stu-
dents, including members 
of Revolutionary Student 
Front, an organization for 
revolutionary anti-capi-
talist students, started the 
demonstration and attract-
ed a crowd of nearly 100 
more students.
Journalism junior Malee-
ha Syed, who attended 
the J20 Walkout, said the 
demonstration was about 
more than simply express-
ing frustration.
“We want to jump-
start change,” Syed said. 
“This was a reminder not 
to get complacent … the 
inauguration is important 
and it’s signifying a major 
change that’s happening in 
the country right now. We 
need to organize and ac-
tually get the ball rolling 
By Ellie Breed
@elliebreed
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
UT students marched through the UT campus leading to the 
streets of Austin as a part of the J20 Walkout.
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Attendees of the 44th annual Roe v. Wade celebration rally 
cheer watching several speakers talk on women’s repro-
ductive rights. Nearly 150 people attended the rally.
By Catherine Marfin
@catherinemarfin
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Thousands of demonstrators gather at the State Capitol before the start of the Women’s March on Saturday. Similar marches were held in several hundred cities across the nation and world-
wide in support of women and other marginalized groups.
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UT professor pushes social security reform
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Social Security is head-
ed in a dangerous and 
burdensome direction for 
millennials, finance pro-
fessor Lewis Spellman 
said in an op-ed published 
in December.
In Writing for Tex-
as Enterprise, a site spe-
cializing in UT business 
news, Spellman explains 
how the government uses 
parts of Social Security 
funds for other purpos-
es and then conceals the 
missing money. 
The flaws in the system 
are beginning to show be-
cause the money isn’t be-
ing replaced in time, and 
some funds are “now run-
ning negative cash flow,” 
Spellman said.
Fashion merchandising 
sophomore Pilar Pitalue 
works part-time at Anthro-
pologie, where a percentage 
of her paycheck is set aside 
for Social Security. 
“As a college student that 
is trying to fit in a million 
things, as well as working 
to have spending money 
and pay off loans, it’s pret-
ty frustrating knowing that 
this money that’s being tak-
en away from me to have 
later may not be there,” 
Pitalue said.
Privatization of the So-
cial Security system, where 
funds are invested in the 
private sector, such as the 
stock market, is the solu-
tion to getting out of the 
financial debt currently 
plaguing Social Security, 
Spellman said.
“It will take a lot of 
political will (to change the 
Social Security system),” 
Spellman said. “It’s up to 
the president and Congress 
to see it right and make 
those changes. If it’s ever 
going to happen, it would 
happen under Trump.”
Spellman said suc-
cess seen in Latin-Amer-
ican countries, such as 
Chile, where payouts are 
“two to three times more” 
than what government 
bonds would have pro-
duced, points to the value 
of privatization.
International business 
junior Jessica Mullen said 
if a transition is made, the 
government should give 
citizens a choice between 
the old and new way.
“I think having a choice 
may be significant here in 
the U.S.,” Mullen said. “Not 
only because not everyone 
agrees that privatization is 
a viable solution, but also 
as a test run to determine 
whether it’s possible in 
our system.”
If the Social Security sys-
tem continues its current 
practice, Spellman said the 
result is higher taxes, which 
would slow the growth 
of the economy. If fund 
investments are privatized, 
Spellman said Social Secu-
rity wouldn’t be a political-
ly divided issue. 
“To have a successful 
outcome of the invested 
monies in the private sec-
tor, (privatization) puts all 
parties having the same 
interest, which is a grow-
ing, prosperous economy,” 
Spellman said.
It’s up to the president and 
Congress to see it right and 
make those changes. If it’s 
ever going to happen, it would 
happen under Trump.
—Lewis Spellman, 
Finance professor
currently the highest in the 
developed world.
“We as women’s health 
allies must reflect on what 
else has to be done,” Farrar 
said. “Texas continues to be 
the battleground for wom-
en’s health rights … and it 
continues to be a grueling 
uphill battle. Keep com-
ing back, keep contacting 
your legislators, keep show-
ing up to committee hear-
ings. We cannot afford to 
go backwards.”
The pathway up to the 
Capitol steps were addition-
ally lined with information 
booths from local activism 
organizations, including 
Jane’s Due Process, NARAL 
Pro-Choice Texas and Aus-
tin NOW, among others. 
Cathy Courtney, a mem-
ber of several activist 
groups, attended the rally. 
As rally attendees waited for 
the event to kick off, Court-
ney taught crowd members 
several traditional Civil 
Rights songs, often chang-
ing the lyrics to reflect issues 
prevalent during the past 
election year. 
“I remember the times 
before Roe v. Wade, before 
there were legal abortions,” 
Courtney said. “I tell wom-
en one of the best things you 
can do … is tell your story. 
If you had an abortion, tell 
someone who loves you, be-
cause if they love you and 
respect you and care about 
you, it’s going to make a dif-
ference, and you’re gonna 
influence one more person.”
As crowd members lis-
tened to the guest speakers 
and performances, rally 
attendees gathered around 
the Capitol holding posters 
reading “Our Bodies, Our 
Choice,” “A woman’s place is 
in the House and the Senate,” 
and “Hands Off My Uterus.” 
Austin resident Jessica 
Howard attended the cel-
ebration rally for the first 
time this year. Howard said 
she was passionate about 
women’s reproductive rights 
and has had several abor-
tions in the past.
“I’ve had several abor-
tions, and I’m not ashamed 
of that,” Howard said. “I 
would rather have an abor-
tion than give my child a life 
they don’t deserve. It’s really 
important to come out to 
rallies like this … and make 
it known that this is still re-
ally important to us. It’s still 
on our minds, it’s still on our 
hearts, and it’s still worth 
the cause.”
to demonstrate how we 
want to change things in 
this country.”
The J20 Walkout con-
tinued to march into the 
afternoon until 5 p.m. 
when some members 
merged with a greater 
Austin protest at Audito-
rium Shores, organized 
by One Resistance, a co-
alition of local activism 
groups. The One Resis-
tance protest marched 
from Auditorium Shores, 
down Congress Avenue 
to the Capitol. The march 
then returned to Audi-
torium Shores where a 
rally commenced. 
Austin Mayor Steve 
Adler participated in the 
One Resistance protest. 
Adler said the actions of 
the new administration 
are hard to predict, so it 
is the responsibility of the 
people to voice their con-
cerns and priorities.
“There were a lot of 
things said over the 
course of the campaign 
that are now being de-
scribed differently,” Adler 
said. “So I think there is a 
lot of uncertainty. When-
ever there’s uncertainty, 
that can cause anxiety 
and fear, and I think peo-
ple down here are feeling 
(that). That’s another rea-
son why as a community, 
it’s important for us to get 
together and say what we 
think is important.”
Anthropology senior 
Juan Belman is a board 
member of University 
Leadership Initiative, an 
undocumented youth-
led student organization. 
Belman said he partic-
ipated in the protest to 
show support for the un-
documented community.
“(Living in the Unit-
ed States as an undocu-
mented immigrant) has 
been difficult,” Belman 
said. “I’m here to support 
my community because 
we saw and we heard the 
rhetoric the president 
used during his election. 
If someone is under threat 
of deportation, if some-
one faces discrimination, 
we’re going to be here to 
support them.”
Ryan Butler, public re-
lations junior at Texas 
State University, said he 
questioned the effective-
ness of the protest. Butler 
wore a “Make America 
Great Again” hat during 
the One Resistance pro-
test. Butler said he doesn’t 
support Trump but want-
ed to see how the protest-
ers would react. 
“A lot of people that say 
they’re part of the resis-
tance are very abrasive,” 
Butler said. “A lot of peo-
ple will just walk up to me 
and [yell at me], and that’s 
really not productive to 
the movement they want 
to be a part of.”
Butler said it’s import-
ant for people to have a 
conversation when they 
disagree, but he found 
most people didn’t react 
that way at this protest.
“Especially because I’m 
black, everybody is con-
fused,” Butler said with a 
laugh. “People have this 
tunnel vision, binocular 
view of life and they focus 
on very small topics, and 
that doesn’t help anything 
at all.”
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“I think (being topless is) 
just part of visibility,” Buls 
said. “The issues like Senate 
Bill 6, potentially forcing us 
to use restrooms with men, 
(is why) I want visibility for 
trans women.”
Planned Parenthood was 
almost removed from Texas’ 
Medicaid program Saturday by 
state legislators but now has un-
til Feb. 21 to be heard in court 
again. Grace Gilker, Plan II and 
history junior, volunteered for 
Planned Parenthood in high 
school and said the health pro-
vider is irreplaceable.
“The relief that Planned 
Parenthood provides for peo-
ple, not just in terms of health 
care, but in terms of family 
planning and their price point, 
it’s really just providing a ser-
vice that, at least in Texas, the 
government isn’t taking care 
of,” Gilker said.
The Women’s March Glob-
al is the international equiva-
lent which shares the overall 
campaign’s slogan “Women’s 
Rights Are Human Rights,” 
according to its website.
Public relations sophomore 
Kate Sanchez said the support 
from all walks of life to resist 
Trump’s policies in her own 
country is inspiring.
“Seeing little 8-year-olds 
saying ‘If Trump builds a wall, 
we’ll tear it down’ … filled me 
with hope, with overwhelm-
ing hope,” Sanchez said.
Sen. Watson, Rep. Hinojosa discuss district goals
STATE
Education reform, health-
care and public safety are 
the top priorities for the two 
Democrats whose districts 
include UT.
Sen. Kirk Watson 
The 85th session of the 
Texas Legislature is Wat-
son’s sixth session to be a 
part of. Watson said his 
priorities for the session 
include finding money to 
fund a behavioral health 
center and providing Austin 
ISD relief from the recap-
ture program, a part of his 
plan to reform the school 
finance system. 
“I’ll be focused once again 
on policies that do the most 
good for Texans — protect-
ing children, supporting 
public education, improv-
ing access to healthcare and 
ensuring equal rights for 
everyone,” Watson said in 
an email.
Watson has authored 35 
filed bills so far this session, 
which he calls his “children.” 
The bills range in topic from 
voter identification, funding 
for public education and the 
public information law. 
“I love all my children 
the same,” Watson said in 
an email. “But I’m pret-
ty enthusiastic about two 
bills that would reverse 
bad Texas Supreme Court 
rulings and assure the 
public has better access to 
government information.”
Watson said one of his 
proudest moments as a sen-
ator came in 2011 when he 
passed legislation to provide 
alcohol amnesty to minors 
to report medical emer-
gencies related to underage 
drinking. Watson said this 
legislation was important 
to him after his son’s friend 
died from alcohol poisoning 
in 2008.  
Watson’s entry into public 
service wasn’t conventional. 
It began with a diagnosis 
of testicular cancer in 1992 
and two years later the can-
cer returned as a mass in 
his abdomen. 
“That experience informs 
a lot of my priorities in 
public office and has giv-
en me the ability to have a 
short-term focus on achiev-
ing a long-term vision,” 
Watson said. 
In 1997, Watson ran and 
was elected as mayor of Aus-
tin, a position he held until 
he stepped down in 2001. 
Rep. Gina Hinojosa 
Hinojosa was elected as 
a state representative for 
the first time in November, 
when she won 84.41 percent 
of the vote on a platform of 
increasing funding for pub-
lic education, giving public 
universities the choice to opt 
out of campus carry and re-
storing funding to Planned 
Parenthood facilities. 
Just this last week, Hi-
nojosa announced during 
a press conference that she 
would be filing three bills 
which serve as the frame for 
her goals this session. 
“The first is an economy 
that works for all Texans, 
which first and foremost 
requires a commitment to 
education,” Hinojosa said 
at the press conference. 
“The second is freedom 
from unreasonable threats, 
whether it’s the threat of 
gun violence, the threat 
of discrimination or the 
threat to women’s health-
care. No Texan should 
live in fear. And finally, 
protecting the rights of 
local communities.” 
Hinojosa’s authored bills 
aim to promote school 
recognition for education 
partnerships, safety by mak-
ing possession of a firearm 
while intoxicated illegal 
and protecting rights of 
property owners living near 
unzoned land. 
Before serving in pub-
lic office, Hinojosa worked 
as a lawyer to secure the 
rights of organized labor 
and workers, and to build a 
strong middle class. Hinojo-
sa graduated from UT with 
a degree in Plan II and gov-
ernment and received a law 
degree from George Wash-
ington Law School in 1999. 
 Hinojosa said her work 
as a volunteer organizer for 
Austin Interfaith has been 
the most helpful experience 
she has had.
“This work taught me 
the power of people en-
gaged and organized to in-
fluence policy,” Hinojosa 
said. “I’m going to bring to 
bear that same work here at 
the Capitol.”
MARCH
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By Claire Allbright
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STATE
Proposed bill advocates for 
undocumented U.S. students
By Anusha Lalani
@anusha_lalani
Zoe Fu & Angel Ulloa | Daily Texan file
State Rep. Gina Hinojosa, left, advocates three bills that promote school recognition, firearm safety and protection of property owner rights. Sen. Kirk Watson, right, believes that fundraised 
money should be spent on plans to reform the school finance system. 
investments are privatized, 
Spellman said Social Secu-
rity wouldn’t be a political-
ly divided issue. 
“To have a successful 
outcome of the invested 
monies in the private sec-
tor, (privatization) puts all 
parties having the same 
interest, which is a grow-
ing, prosperous economy,” 
Spellman said.
The Association of Pub-
lic Land-Grant Universities 
introduced a new bill this 
month that would contin-
ue work permits and legal 
rights to undocumented 
students who came to the 
U.S. as children. 
A statement announc-
ing the bill was released on 
Jan. 12 by the president of 
APLU, Peter McPherson, in 
which he thanked the sen-
ators who came together to 
make the bill, known as the 
Bar Removal of Individuals 
who Dream and Grow our 
Economy Act, possible. 
“This bipartisan, bi-
cameral bill would extend 
fairness to young undoc-
umented immigrants who 
were brought to the Unit-
ed States as children by of-
fering them a ‘provisional 
protected status’ from de-
portation and work autho-
rization,” McPherson said 
in the statement.
The bill, also called the 
BRIDGE Act, was intro-
duced this past Decem-
ber because of the unde-
termined fate of former 
President Barack Obama’s 
Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals policy, which 
President Donald Trump 
has said he will repeale. 
“Because of the uncer-
tain future of the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals (DACA) program, 
many undocumented uni-
versity students are left 
in an untenable situation 
through no fault of their 
own,” McPherson said in 
the statement. 
According to Politico, the 
act would be extended to at 
least 740,000 immigrants 
who have been able to stay 
in the U.S. under DACA. 
“Regardless of one’s view 
of the executive action at 
the time it was issued, the 
United States should be 
fair to these young peo-
ple,” McPherson said in the 
statement. “This is the right 
thing to do.”
The University is a mem-
ber of APLU. Karen Adler, a 
UT System employee, said 
the University supports 
the new bill but also hopes 
DACA would stay. 
“Chancellor McRaven 
supports the BRIDGE Act 
and strongly believes in the 
benefits of the Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals 
program and also believes 
the program should be up-
held and continued,” Adler 
said in an email. 
Sam Cervantes, govern-
ment and communication 
studies sophomore, is a part 
of the DACA program at 
the University, and said the 
BRIDGE Act would allow 
undocumented students 
to live their life without 
any concern. 
“It’s comforting knowing 
that there have been bills 
proposed at the congres-
sional level that will give 
DREAMers the ability to 
continue to work, that will 
give DREAMers the ability 
to feel comfortable driving 
without having a fear of 
being deported,” said Cer-
vantes, who came to the 
U.S. at the age of five. 
Cervantes, who is a part 
of the outreach team with 
the University Leadership 
Initiative, said the possi-
ble repeal of DACA makes 
him feel unsure about the 
future, but he knows he and 
the rest of the community 
will get through it. 
“I would be lying if I told 
you that I wasn’t scared,” 
Cervantes said. “There is 
a form of uneasiness that 
I feel for now, but the un-
documented community 
has been fighting the bat-
tle for years, even before 
DACA. I’m very proud 
of knowing that there’s a 
community of undocu-
mented students and the 
support of our allies who 
are willing to be advocates 
that are not going to be si-
lent during the presidency, 
and that’s what gives me 
comfort. We are going to 
be persistent, we are going 
to be pushing our legisla-
tors from local, state and at 
the federal level.”
Because of the 
uncertain future of 
the DACA program, 
many undocumented 
university students are 
left in an untenable 
situation through no 
fault of their own.
—Peter McPherson, 
President of APLU
Belman said he partic-
ipated in the protest to 
show support for the un-
documented community.
“(Living in the Unit-
ed States as an undocu-
mented immigrant) has 
been difficult,” Belman 
said. “I’m here to support 
my community because 
we saw and we heard the 
rhetoric the president 
used during his election. 
If someone is under threat 
of deportation, if some-
one faces discrimination, 
we’re going to be here to 
support them.”
Ryan Butler, public re-
lations junior at Texas 
State University, said he 
questioned the effective-
ness of the protest. Butler 
wore a “Make America 
Great Again” hat during 
the One Resistance pro-
test. Butler said he doesn’t 
support Trump but want-
ed to see how the protest-
ers would react. 
“A lot of people that say 
they’re part of the resis-
tance are very abrasive,” 
Butler said. “A lot of peo-
ple will just walk up to me 
and [yell at me], and that’s 
really not productive to 
the movement they want 
to be a part of.”
Butler said it’s import-
ant for people to have a 
conversation when they 
disagree, but he found 
most people didn’t react 
that way at this protest.
“Especially because I’m 
black, everybody is con-
fused,” Butler said with a 
laugh. “People have this 
tunnel vision, binocular 
view of life and they focus 
on very small topics, and 
that doesn’t help anything 
at all.”
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Most of us may have moved beyond our 
antiquated belief in fixed intelligence, but in 
our not-too-distant cultural wake, we see an 
era obsessed with categorizing people based 
on intellectual capacity.
Some might argue that we haven’t moved 
beyond this obsession — a fair point — but it 
is clear that our cultural beliefs about the abil-
ity to improve intelligence have changed. This 
transition to a more nuanced perspective on 
intelligence was a slow, yet momentous one, 
owning its success largely to discoveries made 
in the fields of neuroscience and psychology. 
But our zealotry toward the improvement of 
intellectual capacities has come with its own 
pernicious consequences. 
Even if we aren’t familiar with the intri-
cacies of the process itself, we’ve likely been 
exposed to the concept of “neuroplastici-
ty.” It’s become a buzzword in recent years, 
and rightfully so. The idea that our brains 
can reshape themselves — by reorganizing, 
adapting and growing new connections 
well into our adult lives, is a motivating 
thought. If nothing else, it gives some add-
ed empirical weight to the merit of long 
hours of work as students.    
This discovery, that our brains can ac-
tually change and improve in response to 
experience, has had a profound impact on 
the field of psychology. Dr. Carol Dweck, 
a Stanford psychologist and author of 
“Mindset,” wrote about effects of having a 
fixed mindset versus a growth mindset. To 
summarize the terms, a “fixed mindset” as-
sumes that our character, intelligence and 
creative ability are static, whereas a “growth 
mindset” sees challenge and failure not as 
evidence of a lack of intelligence, but as op-
portunities for growth and for improving 
our existing abilities. Dweck’s promotion of 
this “growth mindset,” in tandem with our 
current understanding of neurobiology, 
lends further weight to the notion that in-
telligence is something we develop, rather 
than something we are merely born with.    
When we take in this kind of information, 
about our ability to grow and improve, it 
would seem a logical next step to ride our 
new perspective into a better, more intel-
ligent form of ourselves. But as many have 
found out, knowing that you can improve 
doesn’t guarantee that you’ll end up where 
you intended to be. 
Classical languages senior Scott Walker de-
scribes his struggle to maintain balance and 
motivation with a growth mindset.
“Every time I’d start up a new routine, I’d 
go strong for the first week or so. I’d feel like 
a machine.” Walker said. “But eventually I’d 
lose sight of why I was pushing forward with 
such zeal. It would feel like I was being pro-
ductive merely for its own sake, and I would 
start to realize how much I had blocked out 
of my life. And then I’d lose interest and find 
myself right back where I started.”
The issue isn’t with the growth mindset 
itself, but rather the pitfalls that open when 
growth is placed as the highest value. Humans 
are complex and multifaceted. And when we 
close our focus to improving only narrow as-
pects of ourselves — with our packed calen-
dars, tasks lists and productivity obsessions 
— we run the risk of neglecting other parts of 
ourselves, parts that nourish our motivation 
to improve in the first place.
Hadley is a faculty member in biology and a 
BS ‘15 in neuroscience from Southlake.
The Texas Legislature has a bit of a history 
when it comes to passing bills that create is-
sues rather than solve existing ones. Last year, 
the campus carry bill drew a disproportion-
ate amount of attention, while issues such as 
Medicaid funding and the hiring of enough 
case workers for Child Protective Services 
fell by the wayside. While the Legislature is 
now sticking Band-Aids over bullet holes, the 
85th Legislative session won’t be working on 
things that actually need to be fixed. 
Instead, our Republican elected officials will 
continue to create problems rather than solve 
existing ones. Although Speaker Joe Straus has 
come out against Senate Bill 6, the “bathroom 
bill,” there’s still quite a bit of political support 
for it, namely from Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick. It’s 
funny because people using whichever bath-
room fit their gender never seemed to be a 
problem until Obama made it official. 
If Patrick really wanted to solve problems 
that involve bathrooms, he’d be better off 
building policies that protect transgender peo-
ple’s right to use the restroom that corresponds 
to their gender, seeing as how these individuals 
are most likely to be attacked in a bathroom.
Or maybe Patrick could focus on providing 
funding necessary to provide children in the 
foster care system a place to go to the bath-
room overnight other than state offices. 
Writing outrageous and petty bills so that 
everyone looks the other way while the Leg-
islature passes less salacious bills which do 
real damage is a kind of deflection. House Bill 
2, which restricted access to abortion across 
the state, may have been overturned by the 
Supreme Court, but abortion restrictions in 
Texas are still based off information that is 
scientifically inaccurate. Additionally, the 
state’s current attempt to cut Medicaid fund-
ing to Planned Parenthood would further re-
duce women’s access to healthcare. 
UT students who attended the Women’s 
March on Austin over the weekend, although 
protesting as part of a national movement, 
stressed the importance of keeping an eye on 
the state legislature in upcoming months. 
Business freshman Reilly Lawrence pre-
dicted there would be “legislation where you 
might not think it affects women, minorities, 
or LGBTQ+, but it does. Now that we have 
a Republican Legislature and Senate on the 
national level, it’s very important to be in-
formed on state issues because there will be 
more power with each state.”
Speech/language pathology sophomore 
Madison Lee said that she’ll be keeping her 
eye on what happens.
“Year after year,” she said, “we see our state 
Republican Legislature attempt to restrict 
abortion rights and women’s rights.” 
History sophomore Ashton Sauseda added 
to Lee’s comment, saying she was watching 
public education cuts.
“The fact is, a woman’s education level in-
fluences her ability to family plan and make 
life choices,” she said.
Our job as students and citizens is to remain 
informed and watchful. As our school and 
work lives ramp up in the new semester, we 
must not forget the reality that policy changes 
will, in the long and short run, affect us too. Do 
not fall for the red herrings. Take the initiative 
to search for real news, real meaning and real 
purpose in the world.
MacLean is an advertising and geography 
sophomore from Austin.
This weekend, about 50,000 people de-
scended on Austin for the Women’s March, 
with millions more joining in similar marches 
worldwide. Thousands of those who packed 
downtown were students.
In the days following the inauguration of 
President Donald Trump, using his own fo-
cus on ratings and popularity against him was 
a deft move. No matter how he chooses to 
construct his own reality, he will have to deal 
with the fact that fewer people attended his 
inauguration than the protests that followed. 
Trump seems all too concerned with his own 
brand and legacy, and subverting that could 
lead to real policy change.
But toying with his ego cannot be the cor-
nerstone of efforts to make good of what could 
prove to be one of the most dangerous choices 
the American people have ever made. Those 
opposed to Trump can’t just show their teeth 
for a weekend — they must also be willing to 
target their anger toward specific policy issues. 
The promise of these marches comes in the 
organizing that can follow. And students are 
some of those best equipped to get out, make 
phone calls and knock on the doors of vot-
ers to make sure turnout rates don’t plummet 
during midterm elections like they usually 
do. Trump and his cabinet are almost unilat-
erally focused on enacting policies that will 
hurt women, people of color and members of 
the LGBT community — and students must 
recognize the role they can play in correcting 
the harm he will do to them before it affects 
them for the next half-century.
Fixing this will require crafting a narrative 
worth fighting for. While the Democratic 
Party has positioned itself as an a party that 
could represent everyone over the last eight 
years, they’ve steadily lost seats in legislative 
chambers nationwide. Fighting for the civil 
liberties that the Women’s March Unity Prin-
ciples identify is a good place to start. But the 
marchers must go beyond that in the years 
to come to definitively tell all voters why the 
candidates they back will fight for them. 
Marchers should hope for a modern 
left-leaning equivalent to the Tea Party, 
which changed American politics with fewer 
supporters by turning out in droves to vote 
in primaries and fielding candidates who 
marked a change in values. If the women and 
their allies who marched this weekend could 
similarly focus their anger toward achieving 
tangible results, it could alter the nation’s po-
litical landscape come 2018 and beyond. 
Participation in democracy doesn’t start or 
end in a voting booth, and sending a message 
takes more than taking to the streets. Call 
your representatives at the local, state and na-
tional levels to let them know your concerns 
— and call for change if those who hold those 
offices don’t represent you. And most of all, 
when it comes time to vote again, march to 
the polls in even bigger numbers.
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EDITORIAL
Marchers have miles left before finish line
COLUMN
By Trevor Hadley
Daily Texan Guest Columnist
The idea that our brains can re-
shape themselves — by reorga-
nizing, adapting and growing new 
connections well into our adult 
lives, is a motivating thought.
COLUMN
By Josephine MacLean
Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
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Writing outrageous and petty bills 
so that everyone looks the other way 
while the Legislature passes less 
salacious bills which do real dam-
age is a kind of deflection.
Legislature seeks to solve imaginary problems
Personal development requires balanced approach
LEGALESE | Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan 
are those of the editor, the Editorial Board or the writer 
of the article. They are not necessarily those of the 
UT administration, the Board of Regents or the Texas 
Student Media Board of Operating Trustees.
SUBMIT A FIRING LINE | Email your Firing Lines to  
editor@dailytexanonline.com. Letters must be more 
than 100 and fewer than 300 words. The Texan 
reserves the right to edit all submissions for brevity, 
clarity and liability.
 
RECYCLE | Please recycle this copy of The Daily Texan. 
Place the paper in one of the recycling bins on campus or 
back in the burnt-orange newsstand where you found it.
EDITORIAL TWITTER | Follow The Daily Texan Editorial 
Board on Twitter (@TexanEditorial) and receive updates 
on our latest editorials and columns.
Rachel Zein
Daily Texan Staff
Protesters from 
the Women’s 
March on Austin 
demonstrate 
in front of the 
State Capitol 
building on Jan. 
21. Following the 
Inauguration of 
President Donald 
Trump, over 
50,000 people in 
Austin joined mil-
lions worldwide 
in protesting his 
attitudes and 
policy goals that 
denigrate and 
disenfranchise 
women, people 
of color and 
members of the 
LGBT community.
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jumped in middle school ev-
eryday, so I began to assimi-
late as a defense mechanism, 
but once I started doing poet-
ry I was introduced to people 
of color who were proud of 
being minorities.” 
Hamze said his generation 
has had to deal with a long 
legacy of extreme prejudice 
and oppression dating back 
to the days of the Ottoman 
Empire to modern instabili-
ties plaguing the Middle East.
“For a lot of Arabs, we are 
the products of what our 
parents survived,” Hamze 
said. “My parents escaped a 
civil war, and now our fight 
continues here.”
Wanting to bring his plat-
form to a wider audience, 
Hamze started Googling 
places in Austin at which 
he could perform. He be-
gan performing with They 
Speak Austin in high school. 
As his craft grew, Hamze 
moved onto larger compe-
titions. Last year, Hamze 
performed one of his pieces 
at the College Unions Poet-
ry Slam Invitational. There, 
he performed “Sequence,” a 
piece which focuses on soci-
ety’s negative stigma toward 
Syrian refugees.
“As an Arab-Muslim poet, I 
don’t want to have to explain 
to people my own humanity,” 
Hamze said. “But I do think a 
lot of people don’t know what 
is to be an Arab or a Muslim 
in America.”
Hamze thinks the two most 
important aspects of writing 
poetry are self-healing and 
creating representation.
“When something is hurt-
ing you and you put it on a 
page it becomes a tangible 
thing,” Hamze said. “Once 
that exists you can try to 
dissect and understand it 
better. You are creating the 
representation that people 
need. When people watch 
Hollywood and other media, 
they want to see people that 
look like them and see their 
stories reflected.”
Rimsha Syed, a biolo-
gy sophomore, discovered 
Hamze’s poetry through Twit-
ter last year. She said Hamze’s 
words are very relatable and 
allow her to relate her own 
experiences to his work. 
“His passion to stand up 
for what he believes in and 
express himself artistically 
shines through his writing in 
a way that makes you want to 
read on,” Syed said.
Hamze said one of the most 
important aspects of poetry 
for him is the community 
centered around it. 
“I couldn’t be one of those 
poets who sat alone in a room 
working on lines,” Hamze 
said. “It is all about the 
community for me.”
But Hamze said he ulti-
mately hopes to inspire the 
next generation of poets at 
UT through his work.
“My bigger focus is giving 
the new poets what I was 
given when I started,” 
Hamze said. “That is how 
revolution is made, by 
people willing to put ef-
fort and sacrifice back into 
the community.”
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all across the board could 
appreciate. Ever since, the 
group has struggled to 
match their initial success, 
churning out record after 
merely passable record. 
Despite some suspense, 
nothing has changed with 
their newest LP AFI (The 
Blood Album).
AFI’s guitarist Jade Puget 
was in charge of production 
for this record, and along 
with some help from au-
dio engineer Matt Hyde, he 
crafted a consistent sound 
for this record. Hyde’s 
experience with producing 
Deftones’ Gore comes out 
on AFI (The Blood Album), 
with a few pop tendencies 
incorporated in moments 
to try to keep a wide appeal.
AFI stuck to their guns 
and adjusted very little 
for this album. Longtime 
fans of AFI will find ex-
actly what they’re look-
ing for track after track: 
punchy guitar chords and 
heavy drums that accentu-
ate AFI’s trademark blend 
of punk and alternative. 
The only track that var-
ies from the humdrum is 
“The Wind That Carries 
Me Away,” which works a 
reggae-infused funk bass 
and some blues guitar work 
into the mix. Otherwise, 
there’s little variation be-
tween songs on AFI (The 
Blood Album).
But the LP’s eighth track, 
“Snow Cats,” is AFI at 
its finest — the arpeggio 
chords from Puget blend 
well with Davey Havok’s 
lead vocals, and the roll-
ing drums in the back-
ground contribute flaw-
lessly to the track’s smooth 
flow. This single pairs 
well with the record’s 12th 
offering “White  Offer-
ings,” a heavy song full of 
emotional release. 
Beyond those two 
glorious moments, AFI 
fails to surprise and draw 
in listeners. Tracks such as 
“Aurelia” and “Get Hurt” 
carry little weight, mak-
ing them feel like a waste. 
This album comes in at 
14 tracks in a bit over 45 
minutes, yet with sever-
al boring tracks, less than 
half an hour of this album 
is enjoyable.
However, the consisten-
cy from Puget and Hyde’s 
production feels a bit out 
of place on an AFI album. 
Traditionally, AFI’s al-
bums have been interesting 
because they have always 
capitalized on randomness, 
but their recent few albums 
lacked that. In part, the 
production of this album 
contributes to its often 
dull sound.
Old AFI fans might still 
find something to enjoy 
on AFI (The Blood Album), 
but for new listeners and 
those who may only know 
the band from Sing the 
Sorrow, this record will 
likely leave them feeling ex-
actly the same as how they 
did going into it — tired.
No matter how impres-
sive the production may 
be on this LP, AFI just 
doesn’t deliver with the 
hard-hitting tracks fans 
have come to expect from 
the group. Considering 
it’s been four years since 
their last release, it seems 
AFI has just been tread-
ing water, trying to stay 
relevant with an exhaust-
ed and repetitive formu-
la. If AFI wants to break 
out and become a big time 
rock act again, they need to 
experiment with other 
influences and sounds.
AFI (THE BLOOD ALBUM)
Artist: AFI
Rating: 5/10
That is how revolution 
is made, by people 
willing to put effort 
and sacrifice back into 
the community.
—Adam Hamze, 
International relations and 
Middle Eastern studies senior
Yifan Lyu
Daily Texan Staff
Adam Hamze, 
an International 
relations and 
Middle Eastern 
studies senior, 
writes and per-
forms poetry con-
nected with his 
Arab heritage. He 
thinks one of the 
most important 
aspects of poetry 
is the community 
centered around 
it.
No. 4 Texas split its week-
end matches to conclude a 
three-match road swing.
Tulsa handed Texas its 
first loss of the season on 
Friday in a stunning 4-3 up-
set. But Texas bounced back 
on Sunday to crush No. 19 
Arkansas, winning the dou-
bles point and the first three 
singles points en route to a 
5-2 victory. 
“We learned a lot about 
ourselves this weekend,” 
head coach Michael Center 
said. “We’re still finding our 
way and our lineup, but I 
thought we just learned a lot 
about how we need to com-
pete and be prepared men-
tally. Overall, I’m just proud 
of how the guys responded. 
It was a team effort.”
Texas freshman Chris-
tian Sigsgaard continued 
his remarkable season with 
another upset victory. The 
Dane claimed a win at 
first singles, defeating No. 
3 Mike Redlicki. Redlicki 
won the singles title at the 
ITA National Indoor Inter-
collegiate Championships 
in New York City only two 
months prior.
“Christian played a heck 
of a match today,” Center 
said. “If (Redlicki) is not 
the best player in the coun-
try, he is certainly one of 
the very best. He’s a senior 
who just won the National 
Indoors, so that’s a tremen-
dous win for Christian.”
Texas sophomore Harri-
son Scott also continued his 
strong season, improving to 
4-0 in dual match play with 
a pair of singles victories. 
The Longhorns’ weekend, 
however, didn’t start as pos-
itively as it finished. 
On Friday, Texas split 
its singles matches 3-3, but 
dropped the doubles point 
to lose 4-3 against Tulsa at 
the Michael Case Tennis 
Center in Oklahoma. Tex-
as has won three of its five 
doubles points this season.
Texas fought back behind 
dominant wins from soph-
omores Harrison Scott and 
Leonardo Telles. 
Scott posted a 6-3, 6-2 
victory at fourth singles 
over Tulsa’s Okkie Kell-
erman to even the score. 
Telles cleaned up a 6-0, 6-1 
match over Daniel Santos 
at sixth singles to give the 
Longhorns a 2-1 lead. 
But, the Golden Hurri-
cane would not be denied. 
Tulsa answered at first and 
second singles with victo-
ries over Texas freshmen 
Sigsgaard and Yuya Ito. 
Texas senior George 
Goldhoff took the win at 
third singles over Domi-
nic Bechard by a 6-4, 2-6, 
6-2 count and the team 
match outcome fell to a 
singles matchup between 
redshirt sophomore Ju-
lian Zlobinsky and Tulsa’s 
Mitchell Pritchard. 
After dropping the first 
set 7-6, Zlobinsky forced a 
third by way of a 6-4 sec-
ond-set victory. Pritchard 
secured the one service 
break he needed midway 
through the set to finish 
the match out 6-4 and hand 
Texas a crushing blow.
Texas returns home on 
Saturday to host the start of 
the ITA Kick-Off Weekend 
event at Texas’ Weller In-
door Tennis Center.
Texas Tech boasted an 
undefeated record on its 
home court entering Satur-
day’s matchup with No. 12 
Texas. But the Longhorns 
had plans of extending a 
streak of their own.
Texas (14–4, 8–0 Big 12) 
handed the Red Raiders (11–
7, 3–4 Big 12) their first loss 
in Lubbock this season in a 
20-point rout, 77-57. 
With the victory, the Long-
horns extended their winning 
streak to 12 and rolled to their 
first 8–0 conference start in 
program history.
“I’m just happy to be get-
ting a win in Lubbock,” Texas 
head coach Karen Aston said. 
“For us to come in and han-
dle our business the way we 
did makes me really proud of 
our kids.”
Freshman forward Joyner 
Holmes brought energy and 
size for the Longhorns with 
13 points and a career-high 
15 rebounds. Holmes notched 
back-to-back double-doubles 
after recording 20 points and 
10 boards in Tuesday’s win 
over No. 20 Oklahoma.
Holmes produced her 
fourth double-double of the 
season, the second-most in 
that category for the burnt 
orange behind senior center 
Kelsey Lang, who has six. 
Holmes, who has started in 
all eight conference games 
for the Longhorns, is aver-
aging 13.1 points and 8.8 re-
bounds per game against Big 
12 opponents. 
Contributions from Texas’ 
dynamic backcourt helped the 
Longhorns sweep the season 
series against the Red Raiders 
for the fourth consecutive year. 
Junior guards Brooke McCa-
rty and Ariel Atkins joined 
Holmes in double figures with 
14 and 13 points, respectively. 
McCarty, Texas’ leading scorer, 
holds a team-high 40 three-
point makes on the season, re-
cording a triple in 17 of Texas’ 
18 games.
McCarty drained a three in 
Texas’ opening possession and 
the burnt orange never looked 
back. The Longhorns led by as 
many as 24 in the victory. 
Texas’ efficiency on the 
boards and ball protection 
helped secure the victory and 
season sweep of the Red Raid-
ers. The Longhorns, who have 
outrebounded their opponents 
in all but two contests this sea-
son, grabbed 50 rebounds on 
the night to the Red Raiders’ 38.
Texas struggled with turn-
overs in its four losses this 
season, but secured the ball in 
Lubbock to tie its season low of 
nine giveaways.
Junior center Jada Terry 
led with 15 points and six re-
bounds for the Red Raiders, 
who have lost two consec-
utive games by 20 points or 
more. Junior forward Dayo 
Olabode added 10 points and 
four rebounds.  
Up next, Texas finishes out 
its two-game road stretch as it 
travels to Fort Worth to face 
the Horned Frogs on Wednes-
day at 8 p.m.   
The first five minutes 
were a nightmare.
A struggling, desperate Tex-
as team entered “The Phog” 
on Saturday afternoon only to 
be quickly reminded of a glar-
ing issue that has plagued the 
team all season: turnovers. 
Six early giveaways gave 
way to an embarrassing start 
to the game that put the 
Longhorns in a hole they 
could never climb out of. It 
all amounted to a 79-67 loss 
to No. 2 Kansas. Texas (7–12, 
1–6 Big 12) has dropped seven 
of its last eight games.
“Really, if you take away 
that first stretch, we played 
even,” head coach Shaka 
Smart said. “When you’re 
playing good teams, you 
have to be more consistent.”
Four Longhorns finished 
in double figures. Freshman 
forward Jarrett Allen turned 
in another monster perfor-
mance, finishing with 22 
points and 19 rebounds — 
each career highs. Freshman 
guard Andrew Jones added 15 
points, five rebounds and five 
assists. Texas totaled 19 turn-
overs and never led once.
Kansas took an early 14-2 
lead, and it looked as if the Jay-
hawks were going to run Texas 
right out of Allen Fieldhouse. 
But slowly the Longhorns 
crept back in it.
“I told them to respond,” 
Smart said. “Our guys didn’t 
seem shaken or rattled even 
though we were down 14-2. 
We just settled in and once 
we started getting good 
shots, we made a decent per-
centage of them.”
Down 24-12 with 11:24 
to play in the first half, Texas 
chipped away at the deficit 
thanks to some timely buckets 
from Allen and senior for-
ward Shaquille Cleare. Some 
six minutes later and the 
Longhorns only trailed 26-23 
after a much-needed 12-2 run.
“We just need to start 
taking off at the beginning,” 
Cleare said. “That was a 
game for grabs.”
But Kansas’ three-point 
shooting halted the Texas mo-
mentum. Two three-pointers 
from junior guard Devonte’ 
Graham and another one 
from junior guard Sviatoslav 
Mykhailiuk put the Jayhawks 
back in the driver’s seat. 
Kansas hit 11-of-23 threes 
on the afternoon.
A buzzer-beating jump-
er from Allen gave Texas a 
manageable 41-33 deficit 
heading into the half. Texas 
hung around throughout the 
second half before ultimately 
being overwhelmed late.
Two free throws from soph-
omore guard Eric Davis Jr. 
cut Kansas’ lead to 53-49 with 
13:43 left. But the Longhorns 
could never gather themselves 
enough offensively to make a 
serious run at the Jayhawks.
“We had some times today 
when we cut the lead down 
to a number (of points) 
where we thought we could 
get even or get ahead, but 
Kansas had an answer every 
time,” Smart said. “That’s 
what great teams do.”
Jones slammed home a 
dunk with 3:27 to play and 
Texas trailed only 71-64. A 
few more bad Texas offensive 
possessions and a couple Kan-
sas threes helped seal the Jay-
hawk victory.
The Longhorns can breathe 
a sigh of a relief as their 
toughest stretch of the schedule 
is now over. Next up for Texas 
is a home Red River Show-
down with Oklahoma (8–10, 
2–5 Big 12) on Monday night.
Senior guard Jordan Wood-
ard and sophomore guard 
Rashard Odomes lead the 
Sooners offensively. Wood-
ard averages 17.9 points and 
Odomes averages 10.6 points.
The Longhorns tip off 
against the Sooners at 8 p.m.
“We just have to keep 
playing,” Cleare said. “We’ve 
got another game we can go 
ahead and win. We’ve just got 
to flush this one.”
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Longhorns stumble against Jayhawks
MEN’S BASKETBALL | NO. 2 KANSAS 79-67 TEXAS
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL | TEXAS TECH 57-77 NO. 12 TEXAS MEN’S TENNIS
By Trenton Daeschner
@TrentDaeschner
Emmanuel Briseno | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman forward Jarrett Allen fights for a ball against Oklahoma State on Jan. 4. He recorded a career-high 22 points and a  
career-high 19 rebounds Saturday in Texas’ 79-67 loss to the Jayhawks in Lawrence. 
SIDELINE
Zoe Fu | Daily Texan Staff
Junior guard Ariel Atkins fights off defenders during Texas’ 
83-54 victory against TCU on Jan. 7.
Longhorns post  
victories in second 
week of indoor season
Texas track and field 
split up this weekend for 
the Cherry and Silver In-
vitational in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, and the Rod 
McCravy Memorial in 
Lexington, Kentucky.
The women shone in the 
field events in New Mexi-
co. Junior pole vaulter Kally 
Long notched her sec-
ond-straight victory with a 
mark of 4.35 meters, short 
of last week’s nation-lead-
ing mark of 4.42. Freshman 
Elena Bruckner notched her 
first collegiate victory in the 
shot put at 15.74 meters.
“When I left the track to-
day, I have never been more 
excited about the potential 
for a group as I did today 
because there is so much 
improvement and growth 
that is happening from a 
competition standpoint and 
a mindset,” Texas assistant 
coach Ty Sevin said. “I feel 
like Kally and Elena led the 
way today.”
Texas’ sprinters excelled 
in Kentucky. Sophomore 
Teahna Daniels, the reigning 
NCAA 60-meter champion, 
chased down her marks from 
last season, finishing with a 
time of 7.21 seconds. 
The men’s 4x400-meter 
relay team capped off the day 
with seniors Chris Irvin, Se-
noj-Jay Givans, Aldrich Bai-
ley Jr. and Carlton Amnunu 
taking second place with a 
time of 3:08.41 — the 13th-
best time in school history. 
The team is without NCAA 
indoor 400m champion 
Zach Bilderback and Olym-
pic 400-meter hurdler Byron 
Robinson from last year.
—Leah Vann
SPORTS 
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TODAY IN  
HISTORY
1979
Willie Mays was 
elected to the 
Baseball Hall  
of Fame. 
“It’s amazing what 
365 days can do  
for you!”
TOP TWEET
Quandre Diggs
@qdiggs6
By Sydney Rubin
@sydneyrrubin
By Dalton Phillips
@Dalton_Tweets
Win streak hits 12 as Long-
horns roll past Red Raiders
Longhorns bounce 
back after first loss
If (Redlicki) is not 
the best player in the 
country, he is certainly 
one of the very best. 
He’s a senior who 
just won the National 
Indoors, so that’s a 
tremendous win  
for Christian.
—Michael Center, 
Head coach
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TELEVISION
Harry Ransom Center welcomes ‘Mad Men’ exhibit
At a cocktail party during 
the Austin Film Festival, 
“Mad Men” creator Mat-
thew Weiner couldn’t stop 
thinking about the uncer-
tain future of the popu-
lar television drama’s cos-
tumes and props as the 
date of the finale neared 
when a stranger suggested a 
possible solution.
“He was depressed be-
cause the show was about to 
end, and he was concerned 
that a lot of the material 
would just go up for auc-
tion and be dispersed and 
lost,” said Steve Wilson, cu-
rator of film at the Harry 
Ransom Center.
Incidentally, the person 
Weiner happened to be 
talking to was one of Robert 
De Niro’s former assistants, 
who had helped with the do-
nation of De Niro’s film ma-
terials to the HRC. De Niro’s 
assistant recommended he 
take a trip to the HRC to see 
if the HRC would be a good 
fit for the collection. After 
seeing the “Gone With The 
Wind” exhibit, Weiner felt 
certain the HRC would be 
the right place to retire his 
show’s material and made an 
arrangement for the “Mad 
Men” archive to be donated 
to the University. 
“(That’s) kind of how it 
works, one important col-
lection leads to another,” 
Wilson said. 
Earlier this month, the 
HRC received 150 boxes 
of material, including 12 
costumes and props from 
“Mad Men”. The content of 
the material ranges from 
written works to valuable 
visual aids. 
“We have all of the 
versions of scripts from all 
92 episodes,” Wilson said. “A 
lot of it is books and maga-
zines like the New Yorker, 
Newsweek, Time maga-
zines that were used for the 
research part.”
R adio-te lev is ion-f i lm 
professors are eager to gain 
access to the archive for use 
in the classroom.
“I will want (graduate stu-
dents) going to see how the 
process of creation worked 
versus comparing it to the 
show as it actually aired to 
get an understanding of pro-
cess and industry practices,” 
said Alisa Perren, associate 
professor and radio-televi-
sion-film associate chair.
Perren said this collection 
is an invaluable learning re-
source because it is rare to 
see such a complete collec-
tion from a recently aired 
television show.
“You can not only see 
how they did research but 
also see the stages of the 
script-writing process,” Per-
ren said. “You can see choic-
es they made from concept 
to execution. It gives you 
a completely different per-
spective that you wouldn’t 
be able to get otherwise 
and so we can think about 
all the different ways that 
you can write about and 
analyze television.”
R adio-te lev is ion-f i lm 
professor Thomas Schatz 
said his students are ea-
ger to get to work with the 
new archive. 
“They appreciate the fact 
that this is a significant 
cultural item,” Schatz said. 
“There is a kid in (my class) 
who is clearly interested in 
the writing process, and one 
kid said he is interested in 
the role that Lionsgate and 
the cable network AMC 
…played in overseeing … 
the production.” 
Since the archive is so 
new, it is hard to foresee 
its impact, but Wilson said 
he expects it to make a 
big difference in the lives 
of students. 
“Even for the students 
who don’t come and use 
the collection,” Wilson said. 
“The mark of a great uni-
versity is a great library, 
and this just adds to our 
remarkable holdings.”
Yifan Lyu | Daily Texan Staff
The Harry Ransom Center received over 150 boxes of “Mad Men” materials from the show creator Matthew Weiner. The materials will benefit UT students by 
giving them the opportunity to see the process of the script-writing.
By Acacia Coronado
@acaciatree18
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AFI disappoints once again in latest LP UT student explores 
race, culture in poetry 
A dimly-lit stage, a series 
of finger-snaps and the echo 
of a single powerful voice 
dominating the room. All 
eyes now focus on Adam 
Hamze, a Lebanese-Ameri-
can college student donning 
a traditional Arab keffiyeh 
and clear-rimmed frames.  
Hamze, an International 
relations and Middle East-
ern studies senior, writes, 
performs and competes in 
slam poetry. Hamze has 
written poetry since high 
school and uses his po-
ems to connect to his Arab 
heritage and defy stereo-
types about his culture. 
Hamze said when he first 
began writing poetry, he 
was initially inspired by 
rappers like Mos Def and 
Lupe Fiasco.
“They are all conscious 
hip-hop and very focused 
on lyricism and social jus-
tice,” Hamze said. “That 
kind of put a mindset in 
my head of using words 
and lyrics to address 
these topics.”
Hamze began working 
and competing formally, us-
ing incidents of racism and 
discrimination he experi-
enced throughout his life 
as inspiration. 
“The biggest reason of 
why I got in poetry had 
to do with Islamophobia,” 
said Hamze. “I was getting 
By Humza Ahmed
@HumzaAhmedUSAWith a motivational po-
litical climate and a fatigue 
of several popular genres, 
rock music is primed to 
make a comeback in 2017. 
Unfortunately, AFI won’t 
be the band to bring it back.
After their sixth album 
Sing the Sorrow slow-
ly gained popularity and 
went platinum in 2006, 
AFI, also known as A Fire 
Inside, became the biggest 
name in alternative and 
punk rock. Their dark, cold 
signature sound incorpo-
rated elements of melodic 
and melodramatic hard-
core and blended aspects 
of several genres to create 
a unique noise rock fans 
By Chris Duncan
@chr_dunc
Courtesy of Jiro Schneider
AFI falls short on yet another album, falling into a rut and pleasing only the most dedicated  
of fans.
